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 Aquarius- Well your birthday 
has come and gone and an- 
other year stretches before 
you. Don’t pass on opportu- 
nities to do things you love 
in the name of being respon- 
sible. Live this year hard. 


Pisces- The sun is moving 
resolutely into your sign, and 
it bears gifts, A celestial influ- 
ence smiles on you, urging 
a childlike simplicity and an 
“everything is going to work 
out” attitude. 


Aries- Take some time to 
relax, and from this chilled 
vantage, organize the com- 
portments of your life. You 
stand to get a lot more done 
with controlled | effortless- 
ness than frenetic bursts of 
energy. 


Taurus- You're slightly more 
popular and well liked this 
week for inexplicable rea- 
sons. Let your best colors 
show while everyone is pay- 
ing attention and be gener- 
‘ous with your smile. 


An opportunity to 
assume a role or job above 
your normal station will work 
out well for you. Bite off more 
than you think you can chew 
and you'll find teeth you 
didn’t know you had. 


Cancer- Start to make fun 
plans this week, but don’t act 
on any of them or make any 
big purchases before Feb 28. 
A cloud of questionable luck 
will lift and March will be all 
momentum. 


Leo- A burst of inner clar- 
Wy makes between now and 

arch 20 a great time to ef- 
fect lasting changes in your 
living situation or job. The 
sun is more your friend than 
the moon, so act during the 


day. 


Virgo- An area of your life 
where you've. been drift- 
ing in a blissful honeymoon 
state will become very real 
this week. It isn’t necessarily 
a bad thing, just modify your 
expectations. 


Libra- This is a good week for ~ 


you to begin a productive or 
healthy routine and have it 
stick. Throw that grappling 
hook and climb the rope. 
Start that book. Go jogging. 
Call your mom. 


Scorpio- All is not lost! You'll 
get a second chance to do 
something you thought you 
botched this week. Be ready 
and learn from what went 
wrong last time. Valentine's 
day is for amateurs. 


Sagittarius- Take an unchar- 
acteristic break this week 
and nest with a good book or 
a close friend. You have a lot 
to be gained from a period of 
rest, and will run twice as fast 
when you stand up. 


Capricorn- Someone proxi- 
mal to your routine, a neigh- 
bor, coworker or bandmate, 
could be a great friend to 
you. Open up to the people 
you see every day and see 
what happens. 
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Dear Lyra, 

| break my heart all the time from stupid shit 
with stupid people. | thought | would get bet- 
ter at being hurt the older | got, but I'm not. 
It sucks. Some stupid ass hole is nice to me 
or makes me feel pretty and all of a sudden | 
need them around, and when they leave, I'm 
worse off than before and need other people 
even more. What the fuck. Give me a charm 
to kill my stupid middle school heart so | can 
focus on more important shit. 


-E.M. 
Hello, 
Ok. I'll help you. This is dark magic. | don't 
recommend it, but you’re an adult and can 
make your own decisions. It might be irre- 
versible. So did you ever read Harry Potter? 
The main antagonist attains a level of im- 
mortality by dividing his soul and sealing 
pieces of it away in objects called horcruxes. 
When his body dies, his soul is bound to the 
Earth via the objects and he lingers and can 
rebuild himself to fight another day. You can 
do this with your heart. First, find an object. 
The safer option is to choose an ongoing art 
project or hobby or the important shit you 
want to get done as your “object” and bury 


me less 
tangible as the project becomes more real. 
Relegate your heart to this inner world. Your 
growth may be stunted without the influence 
of other people touching your heart, but so 
long as you live in art, you can fuck and break 
hearts and laugh like a chainsaw with little 
collateral damage. The more consistently ef- 
fective and more dangerous option is to lock 
your heart in an unreturnable-to yesterday 
feeling. A dead lover, a dead pet, childhood, 
your once-promising potential, summon the 
bitterest, sweetest nostalgia you can mus- 
ter and paint it with all the happiest colors 
in your crayon box. Cry for it, raise it on the 
highest pedestal, and know, KNOW, that 
you will never be that happy again. Then see 
if some ass hole can even reach, let alone 
break, your dusty old heart. Just think really 
hard about whether, on your death bed years 
from now, you would like to look back upon 
a life of ups and downs and new adventures, 
scraped knees and secret treasures, tears, 
laughter and fleeting beauty, or a single im- 
mutable beacon of sad and delicate comfort 
buried beneath years spent half lived as a pil- 
lar of salt. 

-Lyra 
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100 Word Album Review - 
Cold Foamers - All Cold Everything. 
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y dint of shoddy journalism and the 

proliferation of bands describing 
themselves in haphazard social media 
press kits, pop punk is a bloated and all- 
inclusive alt genre that has diffused be- 
yond the point of being a useful descrip- 
tor when talking about music. It’s the rare 
band indeed that can snatch such a title 
back from the brink of meaninglessness, 
and so effortlessly reestablish form from 
lazily-worded chaos. All Cold Everything 
does this and more, reminding us of what 
pop punk can be at it's best, purest form: 
an ocean of noise and feeling that floods 
into the quiet moments of our lives, en- 
veloping us at times we feel impossibly 
alone, talking about our secrets like an 
old friend, and buoying us with it’s mo- 
mentum, tying our shoes, oiling our bike 
chains and carrying us to the basement 
show like the smell of fresh pie luring ho- 
bos to a windowsill. And the pie is deli- 
cious, and satisfying, and nutritious. All 
Cold Everything is an obtuse affirmation. 
It entreats you to keep being you be- 
cause you're fucking awesome. And it 
screams with you, and laughs with you, 
and has a cigarette on the porch if you 
need a moment to cry. If you would like 
a more concrete comparison, think noisy 
Pixies and Stephen Malkmus. Raw tone, 
evocatively woven lo-fi soundscapes and 
melodic, varied vocals wind through an 
album that’s best heard cover to cover. 
Rough and beautiful. Like us. Like our 
city. Hear it for free in its entirety at 


coldfoamers.bandcamp.com 
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Fes Fiction best place - Danielle Seal 
Ti. Victories - My curtains flutter 
apart and the sunlight falls and 
falls and sleep drops from me like old 
leaves stirring in morning breezes and | 
feel light and | feel great and | get out of 
bed and walk across cold tiles to wee and 
brush my teeth and step into a steaming 
stream of shower behind a plastic cur- 
tain patterned in blue pink flowers and 
sleep falls all the way to the floor. | dry my 
body with a softclean towel, run my terry 
hands across the contours of my glisten- 
ing mammal flesh, slick wet and smooth 
and pink and blue with blood and bruises 
like the flowers. Delicate gardens of finger 
shaped hematoma blossoming along my 
thigh, a fleshy nebula, a night sky of rope 
burns, tiny pains elicited and enlivened 
at the slightest touch. My skin so thin, 
old library pages, | can smell the inside of 
my body. | feel old food slogging along, 
hunching over, turning to shit, my liver 
peeling nitrogen from my blood brew- 
ing old beer piss, a hand across the foggy 
mirror, black eye shining, missing tooth— 
a new minor key in my smiling piano, the 
smell of ginger shampoo and blood. | hug 
myself, enfold my slender winter side- 
walk arms around my mottled core, and 
laugh so softly that if you saw me there 
you might think | was crying. “I did it.’ say 
and my voice is thick with sleep and ciga- 
rettes. | feel light. | feel great. 


S? wow! The flash fiction contest was 
pretty cool! That ginger shampoo and 
blood prompt really stole the show. We 
got some great stuff. It’s good to know 
that literacy and artistic expression are 
so alive in the city of otherly lust. Soooo, 
y'all wanna go another round with it? 
This time let’s break it into 3 categories. 
1) Explaining the apocalypse to a child 
300 years after the fact. 2) What happens 
as you die. 3) Trying to remember the 
melody of a song that was once your fa- 
vorite song, but now eludes you. So you 
can choose any of the 3 topics and write 
a short story up to 300 words long. The 3 
winners, selected by a panel of woodland 
creatures pretending to be humans, will 
be published here and get a teeshirt. Pre- 
vious winners are eligible to compete. 
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Forever Home Wanted for Dee the Bunny 


DEE. a young, black, lop-earred 

bunny, already spayed, and litter 
box trained. She can be quite shy around new 
people, but once she gets used to her people 
and surroundings, she’s got great bunny ‘tude. 
Her favorite things include having her ears 
rubbed and eating lots and lots of hay. She’d 
do best in a house without dogs or cats, but 
would probably be fine with other buns. She 


needs someone patient and willing to contin- 
ue to bring her out of her shell, although she’s 
already come a long way. For additional info, 
contact: 

lizzymcneil@hotmail.com or luvnbunns.org 


Want to see your favorite animal pal in the 


Secret Admirer? Send us a photo with a cap- 
tion or name and we'll print it! Also. If you're 
looking for a home for a stray or homeless 
animal, send in the details and your contact 
info and we'll get the word out for free. 
hanks for reading! 


PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 
or text 603 203 4766 


1- Lyra Visits the Guidance Councilor 

Fillin the spaces of the 4 words 
below to spell possible careers you 
might pursue at a high-end super cool 
fashion boutique. 


2- Scrabble Master Missed Connection 

You just got a missed connec- 
tion from a girl that sounds perfect 
for you! But she's shy, so she signed 
her name as a puzzle. Can you figure 
out who she is? Writing her name be- 
low these two words will form 8 legal 
Scrabble words vertically. 


WTF Pits ¢ Wacky é Facts! 
e - The first commercial 
jingles were published in newspaper 
ads in musical notation. A There are 
more than 3 times as many PR folk 
than journalists in the US. A The US 
retail industry makes almost 7 bil- 
lion dollars/year on unredeemed gift 
cards. A All of the batteries on Earth 
store only 10 minutes of our collective 
energy demand. A 10% of US electric- 
ity is generated by dismantled Soviet 
atomic bombs. A St. Christopher is 


Overheard in Phila 


Locust Walk @ Penn 

guy 1- Hooooly shit! Let's get wizard hats! 
guy 2- Like...wizard hats? Like hats? 

guy 1- Yeah! Like those hats! 

guy 2- Fuck yes. I'm in. 

guy 1- We can get them for everyone! 


3- There’s Treasure Everywhere! 


Arrr! You find a map that leads 
to some old Mummer pirate gold, but 
in order to get the treasure, you have 
to follow the movement described for 
each block, AND you have to visit each 
block exactly once before hitting the 
T. So, for the sake of the puzzle, north 
is up, east is right, etcetera. On which 
square should you start? 


no longer the patron st. of travelers. 
He was removed from the calendar of 
saints in 1969. A It was legal to send 
children by US parcel post until 1913. 
A 98% of adoptions in Japan are of 
adult males between 25 and 30. A 
China is the world’s largest supplier 
of bibles. A single Nanjing factory 
prints over a million bibles/month. A 
Caffeine, cocaine, TNT, nylon, heroin, 
and thalidomide are all composed of 
varying degrees of carbon, hydrogen, 
nitrogen, and ox 


30th St Station 

gal- Wait, Philadelphia is an island? 

guy- Yes, technically. It’s surrounded by a river. 
gal- Really? | didn’t know that. 

guy- A lot of cities are islands. 


Mariposa, 49&Baltimore 
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1. Close call 

6. The border where pieces are joined 

10. Wallet chain 

14. A red fluorescent dye 

15. Performed song “Barbie Girl” 

16. 100 of these makes Pooh’s forest 

17. Cook with dry heat 

18. Medieval guitar 

19. Existing in actuality 

20. Headless Horseman, or Macbeth’s dad 

22. When this is epic, it makes for 
a good meme 

23. Lisper’s bane 

24. Restitution 

26. Tuft of loose cords 

30. The thick 

32. Setting of Persepolis 

33. Gazed at, interested 

35. Ostentatious success 

39. Several of the most serpentine letters 

41. Before 

42. An order of angels 

43. The button next to power on an NES 

44. Winglike appendage 

46. Within 

47. African country, now called Congo 

49. Ribbed 

51. Truant 

54. Where you sleep after the flame 
takes your form 

55. What Raskolnikov did to Alyona 
Ivanovna 

56. Jaywalkers eschew these 

63. Spanish for toad 

64. What begets prayer 

65. Romantic farewell 

66. Muslim leader 

67. Any possible point on a time line 

68. Where discouraging words are 
seldom heard 

69. Aperture to milk 

70. Living rooms 

71. Ballast 


down 


1. Follows que in a song about 


acceptance 
2. Cliched pirate ear ornament 
3. Do it immediately if you can 
4. Helps people buy things they 
can't afford 
5. Main course 
6. When they smell strongly, 
prevent fainting 
7. Prefix meaning alike, or horselike 
8. Not manual 
9. Dionysus’ frenzied female followers 
10. Implausible tall tale 
11. Covers most of the globe 
12. Woven hair tendril 
13. Talks up 
21. Nubs of land ascending 11 down 
25. 1/1000 of 1/60 of 1/60 of 1/24 
of 1/365 of 34 down 
26. Level 


27.What your folks might spank 
if you give them 28 down 

28. If given to your parents, might 
cause them to slap 27 down 

29. Achoo! + mashed plant extract 

30. This Haggard is a hard living 
country singer 

31. The proverbial light bulb turning on 

34. 31,557,600,000 of 25 down 

36. Nostalgically yearn 

37. Helper 

38. Set foot upon 

40. Kyle’s BFF, Wendy’s boyfriend 

45. Makes a mistake 

48. Prompted a scratch 

50. Where to go on your journey 
of self discovery 

51. A material possession 

52. Attribute guilt 

53. Old timey photograph tone 

54. Drug takers 

57.To wander meanderingly 

58. In the US, might mean tennis or golf 

59. A Hebrew month 

60. Kitchen floor industry jargon (abbr.) 

61. Party vessels for libations 

62. Takes money from, with laws 


Prime spot for an ad, ain't it? 
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gal- How do you feel about peppermint soap? and litigation 
guy- It ranks very high on my list of things about 


which | don't have a strong opinion. 
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1- Which very popular band was formerly called Slut Bank and Twisted Kites? 
2- The Basque'region borders which 2 European contries? 

3- Which fictional anarchist superhero comes from Villa Villekulla in Sweden? 
4-Who killed Grendel and Grendel’s mother? 

5- Name Radioactive Man's young sidekick, 
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ANSWERS ON BACK 


